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return to Plato for its statical basis, and instead of representing

his  original factors, viz.,  the Supreme Good, the System of

Ideas,   Number,  and the  Siretpw as isolated and   independent

existences,  as Plato himself did, were to represent them as

emanating from   one   another   in  the way in which thoughts

emanate and proceed from the mind, rays of light from the sun,

or children from their parents ; the System of Ideas from the

Supreme Good, Number or the Ideal forms of tilings from the

Ideas, and last of all the a^ipov or Matter from these forms;

would not this by accounting for the flux and evolution of

things without endangering the integrity and independence of

the original factors, be a Philosophy in advance of all that had

preceded it ?

Now  this  was precisely  the  position  taken   up by Neo-
Plutonism, a school of philosophy inaugurated by Philo, a Jew
of   Alexandria,   about the time of  Christ, and   reaching  its
culmination in Plotinus some two or three centuries later.    The
Nco-Platonists  boldly  went  back to   Plato for   the   statical
elements of their system, ignoring all those Thinkers who had
lain between them, and who had exercised the ingenuity of the
Schools during a period of four or five hundred years.     Their
theory was that the World was the emanation of an omni-
present activity, an intelligent Vital Principle  or World-Soul
diffused through the Universe; that this World-Soul  again,
was the emanation in turn of the pure Ilea^on which, united m
itself the entire * system of Platonic Ideas; and  this Ilca.son,
again,   or   Logos,  as   it  was  called,   the   emanation   of   the
Eternal One, the Good, the Primitive Unity which was neither
Reason nor World-Soul, but included them both, and wasitHolf
the Unthinkable, the Unspeakable One.    Or to put it another
way, from the Eternal One  proceeded,   as  first  emanation,
Reason or the Logos;  and from  this again as second, the
World-Spirit  or  Soul which was  the vital  principle of all
things; and these three are on the principle of emanation, one;
in the same way that the rays of light in the sun and the rays